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Fireworks,
concert
mark 250th
US I-Day

Washington: The 250th an-
niversary of American inde-
pendence is colliding with a
country gripped by political
polarisation and a heatwave
bearing down on millions of
people across multiple states
as celebrations get underway
across the US on Saturday.
The signing of the Decla-
ration of Independence, one
of history's most celebrated
articulations of democratic
ambitions, 18 belng marked i
myriad ways. President Don-
ald Trump, set to take a cen-
tralrole in festivities, plans to
speak on the National Mall in
Washington ahead of what's
being billed as a historically
enormous fireworks show
that will rain down over the
nation’s capital. The Presi-
dent was in South Dakota at
Mount Rushmore on Friday,
where he delivered a dark
speech about the threat of
communism in the US as the
chiselled images of four of his
most prominent pr

Military aircraft fly over the Statue of Liberty during
the Sail 250 parade of ships in New York Harbour as
partof the 250th anniversary celebration of the US
Independence. (Reuters)

the nation’s oldest Independ-
ence Day celebrations, dating
10 1785. In Los Angeles, Queen
Latifah will host a concert
featuring performances by
The Smashing Pumpkins and
Chris Stapleton. Chaka Khan
1sbilled as a special guest.
Anticipation for the mile-
stone holiday has been build-
ing for much of the year,
serving as an opportunity
for Americans to reflect on
thelr complicated history as
once-colonists of an empire
that became a superpower of
1ts own. Celebrations months
in the making had to adjust
or cancel activith itirely as

loomed behind him.
Elsewhere, fireworks are
scheduled to be set off on Sat-
urday over Navy Pier in Chi-
cago and against the skyline
of New York City, which also
Thosted a ball drop at midnight
to usher in the holiday with
the same fanfare as New Year's
Eve. Bristol, Rhode Island, de-
seribes itself as the home of

much of the East Coast swel-
tered in heat that approached,
and in many cases surpassed,
triple digits.

In Washington, the Great
American State Falr was
closed for several hours on
Friday afternoon during
the worst of the heat. The
city’s Independence Day pa-
rade scheduled for Saturday

‘was cancelled.

To the chagrin of many
on the East Coast, the weath-
er was downright pleasant
on the other side of the coun-
try. The Pacific Northwest
enjoyed temperatures in the
60s on Friday with a few light
showers.

The celebrations are un-
folding against the backdrop
of a deep divide this election
year that has been expanding
for years, visible1n everything
from political expression to
cultural norms to age-old
questions over race, class and

ation.

At Mount Rushmore on
Friday, Trump spoke of com-
munism as a “mortal threat
to American liberty” with the
Republican President saying
it was more dangerous than
elther World War or 9/11.

Without naming Trump,
New York City mayor Zohran
Mamdani, a Democrat who
1s also a democratic soclalist
and recently backed sever-
al successful congressional
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Mr. BIBHUTI MALLIK from
BANKURA, WEST BENGAL
has won 1 Crore as first
prize in Dear Weekly

DEAR WEEKLY LOTTERY

CRORE won ey

BANKURA RESIDENT

Lottery in the draw held
on 20.04.2026. His winning
ticket number is 85D 22075.
He has submitted his prize-
winning ticket along with
the prize claim form to the
Nodal Officer, Nagaland
State Lotteries located at
Kolkata. “Dear Lottery will
be a better option for any
person who would like to
try their fortune because of
its minimum cost and trust
among the general public.
The big prize money of
One crore rupees gives me
enormous happiness and
my entire family celebrates
with vibration,” said the
winner.

candidates In thelr primaries,
appeared to reference Trump
during a speech on Friday.
“Those ideals upon which
our nation was built — they
are strong enough to endure
any authoritarian regime, but
only if we reach for them,”
hesatd.
AP

Iran brass appears in public for the first time since war

Momentary unity masks rifts

New York: WhenIran'sleaders
and senior military command-
ers paid tribute to the slain
supreme leader, Ayatollah All
Khamenel, in the elaborate,
‘weeklong funeral that beganon
Friday, it was supposed tobe a
display of strength, endurance
and unity after war with the US
and Israel.

A military band played an
anthem. Officials who had not
appeared together in public
since the war began months
ago walked side by side: the
President, the Speaker of Par-
liament, the head of the judi-
clary, and top generals In the
Revolutionary Guards Corps.

Missing, notably, was Aya-
tollah Mojtaba Khamenei, who
succeeded his father as the new
supreme leader and who has
notbeenseeninpublicsincehis
appolniment in March.

The moment offered a res-

Mourners shout slogans during the farewell ceremony of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran on Saturday. (Reuters)

pite from the weeks and days
leading to the funeral, when
senior Iranian officials and
prominent political figures
fought openly and viciously
over negotiations with the US.

killour leader and then we speak
of peace with the US,” a promi-
nent hard-line strategist, Hassan
Rahimpour-Azghadi, recently
declared at a rally n the capital,
Tehran. Instead of negotiations,

They traded accusations of de-
lusion, treason, coup plotting,
and disobeying and manipu-
lating the new supreme leader.

“Tsplton this era where they

Tevenge.

Mojtaba tried to settle that
furore by issuing a carefully
worded written statement — a
move that only further fanned

the flames. The hard-line sup-
porters have chanted at night-
1y rallies that they will back
down only if the supreme lead-
er shows his face or releases an
audio recording.

He has done neither. It even
remains unclear whether Mo-
{taba, 56, will appear at any of his
father’s funeral ceremaonies this
‘week. He was absent on Wednes-
day at the memorial ceremony
1n Tehran for his wife, who was
killed with their teenage son and
other relatives on the war’s first
day, when Israell and US forces
bombed the funlly compound.

Nonetheless, funeral or-
ganisers have tried to portray
the ceremonies as a farewell to
the father and a pledge of alle-
glance to his son.

Mojtaba’s absence has
raised questions about who
is really running the country
and allowed ext

Vladimir Putin visits a
command post of Russia’s
joint force group on

Friday. (Kremlin.rw/Handout
via Reuters)

Kyiv drones
hit Russian
port, oil
terminal

Moscow: A Ukrainian drone
attack struck a local port and
an oll terminal in St Peters-
burg on Saturday, Russian
officials said, as Kyiv presses
on with of Rus:

open divisions to fester.
New York Times News Service

T&T wedding rivals Met Gala

MATT STEVENS,
JESSE MCKINLEY AND
MADISON MALONE
KIRCHER

New York: It really did hap-
pen: Taylor Swift and Travis
Kelce got married.

A formal announcement
arrived around 7.30pm on Fri-
day when a representative for
Swift sent out a statement con-
firming that the pop star and
professional NFL player had
tled the knot.

“JUST&T MARRIED!” the
email’s subject line said. A dig-
ital billboard outside Madison
Square Garden displayed the

same.
The couple did not have
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according to the news release
provided by the representa-
tive, Tree Paine. SWIft's broth-
er, Austin, acted as her “man
of honour”, while Kelce's
brother, Jason, served as his

best man, according to the re-
lease.

Adam Sandler, the actor
and comedian, officiated.

There was no fake-out after
all. For those who thought the
1idea of a mega-bash in the New
York arena was misdirection
for a different event at another
location ... SOITY. After weeks
of speculation about whether
Swift and Kelce would actual-
ly choose the Garden to mark
their nuptials, the show went
onin Manhattan.

The reality became appar-
entas acavalcade of black cars
dropped off guests at MSG late
Friday afternoon, amid a suf-
focating heatwave. Onlookers
caught glimpses of some of
the stars that were in them —
including the likes of Jason
Sudelkis and Hugh Grant —
and then, Just Iike that, Sev-
enth Avenue cleared out.

The cholce of the arena
‘Wwas a surprise to some who

Hugh Grant and his wife,
Anna Elisabet Eberstein,
depart Madison Square
Garden, the venue for the
wedding celebrations of
Taylor Swiftand Travis
Kelce, in New York on
Friday. (Reuters)

thought the 36-year-old bride
might choose a far-flung des-
tination or a romantic locale.
Butit allowed for privacy for a
megawatt A-list couple. Kelce,
also 36, is a star in his own
right, a three-time Super Bowl
champion with the Kansas

City Chiefs.

Friday night's party
seemed to have it all: A highly
calculated power guest list,
with attendees from across the
worlds of sports, Hollywood
and music; oglers outside look-
ingtotakeinsomeof the magic
or eager to catch a glimpse of
who was with whom and who
‘was wearing what; a black-
tle dress code that seemed to
allow guests to define fancy in
thefr own terms.

As Vanessa Friedman, our
chief fashion critic and the
mind behind those keen ob-
servations, wrote: “Of all the
gala evenings in what may be
the most gala-stuffed city in
the country, Friday night's
festivities at Madison Square
Garden gualified as among the
most high-profile galas of all”

“Hello, Met Gala,” she con-
tinued. “They saw you and
borrowed the playbook.”

New York Times News Service
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sia’s ofl Infrastructure,

Almost dally long-range at-
tacks on Russian oll factlitles
have created a fuel crisis and
heaped political pressure on
the Kremlin as its all-out nva-
sion of Ukraine stretches into
itsfifth year.

Gov. Alexander Beglov
said the city's Kirovsky dis-
trict on the Baltic Sea was hit.
He also sald that air defenc-
es shot down 72 Ukrainian
drones across Russia’s sec-
ond-largest city and the sur-
rounding reglon.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyT Zelensky described
the attack as part of Ukraine's
“long-range sanctions”
agalnst Russia. He said that
Ukrainian forces also hit a
military target on theisland of
Kronstadt, just off the coast of
St Petersburg.

Russian President
‘Vladimir Putin has shrugged
Off Ukraine’s strikes on Rus-
sla’s energy factlities as “not
critical,” and insisted the war
will continue until his goals
aremet.

On Friday, Putin vistted
the Russian military head-
quarters directing the war in
Ukraine and received a report
on the capture of the city of
Kostyantynivka, after weeks
of intense street battles. He
hatled it as a key step towards
capturing the nearby cities of
Sloviansk and Kramatorsk,
the Key remaining strong-
holds in the so-called “forest
belt” of heavily fortified cities
in the Donetsk region that re-
mainin Ukralne’s hands.

The capture of Kostyan-
tynivka, a big transport and
industrial hub, is of “major
strategic importance”, Putin,
clad in military fatigues, said
in televised comments.

Zelensky denied that Rus-
sia took control of the city. “Tt
1s just another Russian lie, an
attempt to generate some kind
of a news story,” he wrote on
soclal media on Saturday.

AP

20 students
die after
boat sinks
in Congo

Kinshasa (Congo): A wooden
Dboat transporting students
back from state exams sank in
central Congo, killing at least
20 people, authorities said.

The vessel was travelling
1in Kasal province when it sank
while entering the confluence
of the Sankuru and Kasa riv-
ers, according to witnesses.

“There were 80 survivors
and 20 bodies,” safd Francols
Kabula, adminisirator of the
Tiebo territory in Kasal prov-
ince, where the sinking hap-
Dened on Friday.

However, Tshikudi Jean,
Who witnessed the crash, told
The Assoclated Press that the
boat was carrying over 200
people. “The shipowners of
the DRC are only after money
and don't care about human
lives,” Francois Malepo, pres-
ident of the Tlebo civil soclety
organisation satd.
‘Wisconsin tragedy
Three people died and seven
others were rescued on Friday
after a boat capsized In Geneva
Lake as a strong storm passed
through southern Wisconsin,
anofficlal said.

Many infuries were report-
ed in Wisconsin's Walworth
County after the storm toppled
trees, knocked down power
lines and damaged buildings,
sald Tom Hausner, undersher-
iff for the Walworth County
Shertff department. ap
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